ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
In connection with the process of globalization and its impact on international trade, the question has arisen as to whether a notion of global law, converging around common international practices and values, is emerging for the benefit of multinational economic players and the international community at large.' In 2004, one of the most reputable European international and comparative law specialists made the point that "[tihe growing globalisation requires a harmonisation and unification of the rules of law governing world trade."
2 Not surprisingly, this statement was made when advocating the need for a "Global Commercial Code." 3 Writing on the challenges faced by international lawyers in a globalized economy, H. van Houtte and P. Wautelet have rightfully highlighted the extent to which diverging national laws create significant obstacles to cross-border transactions, such that efforts toward the harmonization of national legal principles through the production of a "set of global substantive rules" are more than welcome. ' The expression of these views by highly qualified scholars clearly show that international academic circles take the issue very seriously. But are we concerned here about a trendy theory for researchers attracted by a new source of inspiration and legal exploration, or are there really concrete and factual elements allowing submission of irrefutable evidence of a movement toward the creation of a standalone international legal system? This is precisely the question that we will endeavor to address in this article.
The analysis of the concept of global law is per se controversial, like many questions related to international relations and legal theory.' As Professor Ribstein understandably pointed out during the Indiana University School of Law symposium, Globalization of the Legal Profession, it appears that the concept of global law is rather lacking the precision and formality one would normally expect from a classical legal system. 6 Where does one access the information on the rules and regulations form- What makes global law an independent legal system? True, all of these questions raise valid points, which to a large extent remind one of similar criticism expressed by skeptical scholars challenging the emergence of the lex mercatoria as a valid and recognized collection of international commercial principles! However, should these interrogations not be viewed as the best demonstration of the factual existence of global law? After all, one can hardly criticize something that does not exist. This being said, before even reaching the phase of debating whether global law meets the formality criteria required to qualify as a self-standing legal field, the first challenge is to distinguish global law from other disciplines claiming a direct link to or regulatory effect over international matters. This will be the subject of the first part of this article attempting to define the notion of global law. The second part will then look at the process of creating global law through an analysis of the role played by international institutions and law practitioners in shaping its contents.
I. THE NOTION OF GLOBAL LAW
When dealing with a relatively new notion that interfaces and possibly overlaps with existing fields, a preliminary strategy is to approach the concept by applying the negative definition system. This implies attempting to define global law by way of exclusion, i.e., by what it is not. Once this is done, we will be in a position, through a more positive approach, to suggest a comprehensive definition of the notion of global law.
A. Global Law and Related Legal Notions
The notion of global law entertains some relations at least with the fields of international public law, international private law, comparative law, international trade law and, last but not least, the lex mercatoria. It will be necessary to review these various categories in order to demonstrate why none of them can be fully assimilated with the notion of global law, even if all of them cover issues relevant from a global legal perspective.
7. BERGER, SUpra note 5, at 38.
Global Law and International Public Law
International public law is traditionally defined as the set of norms and rules governing the relations between governments or state entities. 8 As a result, international treaties entered into by state representatives at the bilateral or multilateral level constitute the body of international public law. Among traditional topics falling within this field of law are the laws of war, international human rights, world intellectual property, and world health.' While international public law is certainly quite relevant to global law, the fact that it deals mainly with relations between governments makes it too narrow to cover the full regulatory needs of a global economy and its multitude of private economic players. Global law, by nature, is therefore different from international public law.
Global Law and International Private Law
While the concept and extent of international private law may vary from one legal system to another, it can generally be said that this field of law serves the purpose of establishing i) rules for the selection of the law applicable to an international situation or contract and ii) rules for the selection of the court competent to rule over an international dispute." In a nutshell, international private law covers both the areas of conflict of laws and conflict of jurisdictions.
Obviously, having a set of rules facilitating the selection of the law governing an international contract or the court competent to settle a dispute between foreign commercial companies, to take just two traditional examples, is highly relevant to a global economy. However, the concept of global law cannot be reduced to a collection of binding norms enabling governing law or forum selection. The main reason for this is that, in the end, international private law leads to national law and national courts; once a governing law is designated by applying the relevant choice of law rule, such governing law is the national law of a specific country. Similarly, once selected by applying the relevant forum selection rule, the court designated by applying this rule is the national court of a specific country. From that angle and al- though it may sound paradoxical, international private law is actually not a very international legal field. A few international conventions have enabled progress toward harmonizing at the international level the conflict of laws or conflict of jurisdiction rules applicable in national laws, but much remains to be done to make international private law more international." Since global law is supposed to find its roots in the emergence of internationally recognized legal rules and principles of interest for the world economy at large, its basis is very international compared to international private law and its ambition is to cover much more ground than just choice of law or competent court selection.
Global Law and Comparative Law
As its name indicates, comparative law is about comparing, and the comparison is generally between i) national laws of different countries (e.g., comparing German law and English law) or ii) groups of legal systems (e.g., comparing common law and civil law systems).
2 Comparative law is important for lawyers involved in cross-border transactions, since they are required to understand the impact of relevant national laws on such transactions and assess the differences with their own legal system.' 3 Comparative law is also fundamental to the process of international harmonization, since it enables the identification of diverging views between national laws and the submission of proposals to make such laws converge toward a unified solution. (1994) .
13. Van Houtte & Wautelet, supra note 4, at 90. 14. The drafting of an international convention typically involves, as a preliminary step, a comparative law analysis for the purpose of i) assessing the differences between legal systems and ii) developing a consensus solution that will facilitate the signature and ratification of the convention. In order to perform this analysis, working groups in charge of drafting international conventions systematically include scholars coming from different jurisdictions. A perfect example of the process leading to an international convention is the detailed analysis made by von Caemmerer and Schlechtriem of the development and contents of the 1980 United Nations Convention on Con- Since the essence of comparative law is to compare national laws, it can only represent one aspect of the notion of global law. To a large extent, and due to its harmonizing effect, comparative law can be viewed as a useful tool toward the formation of the contents of global law, since it participates in the effort to create unified legal concepts with widespread application at the global level. However, one cannot confuse a tool and the end product, hence one cannot consider comparative law and global law as equal notions.
Global Law and International Economic Law
The broad field of international economic law certainly covers many areas that global law is meant to cover.
5 It can be defined as the collection of norms regulating the organization of international economic relations, mainly at macroeconomic level. 6 The rules governing the World Trade Organization constitute the backbone of international trade law, which is one of the components of international economic law. 7 Other important areas, such as the rules governing international investments, to give just one key example, expand the field of international economic law beyond international trade stricto sensu.
5
To the extent that it regroups the rules and regulations applicable to trade and economic relations between countries or foreign companies, international economic law plays a key role in providing appropriate regulatory norms in a globalization process. However, we are of the view that the multidisciplinary nature of the notion of global law requires extending the frontier of global law beyond mere trade rela- tions. There are major aspects resulting from or accompanying the irreversible process of creating a global economy, which cannot be reduced to trade or investment issues. A topical example here is the field of international environmental law, which, mainly through international conventions, aims at regulating, among others, liability issues and damage compensation arising from cross-border pollution.
9 Admittedly, the emergence of internationally recognized legal principles for the protection of our planet goes beyond the classical field of international economic law, but surely forms part of the notion of global law. The reason for this is that the development of a global economy has some impact on the environment. If we work on the premise that global law is a notion converging around common international practices and values in a global economy, we therefore need to integrate international environmental rules and regulations within the wider concept of global law. This leads us to conclude that global law is broader than international economic law.
Global Law and the Lex Mercatoria
The lex mercatoria can be defined as a collection of transnational legal principles, which derive from international contract practice and are especially suited to meet the needs of international commercial transactions. 20 A scholarly debate over the existence of the lex mercatoria has been ongoing for decades and has been very well summarized by U. Stein: "There are doubts about the nature and scope of the lex mercatoria, about its legal basis, its field of application, its sources, its state of development and its relation to national and international law."'" Nevertheless, several prominent scholars, especially Professor Berger at the Center for Transnational Law of the University of Cologne in Germany, clearly acknowledge the existence of the lex mercatoria as the expression of global economic reality. 22 The fact that certain national courts and international arbitration tribunals Furthermore, it is worth noting that most model contracts released by the International Chamber of Commerce rely expressly on the lex mercatoria as a body of governing legal principles applicable to the contract. To facilitate the flow of information on the lex mercatoria, the list and contents of the legal principles forming part of this emerging international commercial law can now be accessed on-line." If we were to consider global law solely as the emanation of rules and principles converging around common practices in the field of international commercial transactions, it would be tempting to treat the notions of/ex mercatoria and global law as basically identical. The difference would then be of a mere terminological nature. We believe, however, that the notion and scope of global law is much wider than the lex mercatoria, since global law is not meant to be restricted to the development of legal principles exclusively applicable to international commercial contracts. Obviously, the lex mercatoria plays an important role as a body of norms evolving in a globalizing economy. The lex mercatoria should not be treated, though, as being similar to the notion of global law, but as constituting one of its key elements.
B. Global Law: Attempt at a Definition
Defining a relatively new notion such as global law with a definition that reflects, without gaps or surcharge, all the ramifications of the concept is not an easy task. The difficulty increases with the lack of a benchmark. Indeed, while our research does not pretend to be exhaustive, there do not appear to have been many efforts to date in scholarly works to define global law. As a result, there is no alternative other than to create our own definition. This leads us to make a proposal presenting global law primarily as a multicultural, multinational, and multidisciplinary legal phenomenon, which has not yet reached the maturity and formality of a structured legal system. 
See

Global Law Is a Multicultural, Multinational and Multidisciplinary Legal Phenomenon.
The foregoing developments on global law and related legal notions 2 6 teach us that global law is broader than legal fields such as comparative law, international private law, or international public law. All these legal fields are relevant to the process of globalization of the world economy, but are too narrow to reflect its overall dimension. Thus, they can only be viewed as forming part of the contents of the notion of global law. The fact that all these fields, without exception, are included in the course offerings of major law schools or institutes focusing on global law confirms this analysis. In this regard, it is interesting to read on the website of the Institute of Global Law at the University College London that "[t]he setting up of the Institute acknowledges the impact of law across national boundaries and the need to deepen inquiry into comparative approaches to law and legal study." 27 In line with such an approach, the Institute offers classes on topics such as comparative tort law or comparative European law. Similarly, the course offering of the Hauser Global Law School Program at New York University School of Law covers "Global Courses" in the fields of comparative constitutional law, international criminal courts, international and comparative competition policy, international tax policy, European corporate law, international intellectual property law, and administrative law in a supranational context, to name just a few. 8 In the description of the Hauser Global Law School Program, a clear indication is given to stress that the academic teaching focuses on "the law and its practice in a global environment."29 The Global Law Scholars Program at Georgetown University equally encompasses a wide array of topics ranging from global securities markets to international environmental law, and from international civil litigation to international project finance. While it may be somewhat presumptuous to use a university course offering to define the contour of global law, it is a fair indication that the concept is meant to encompass a large variety of international and multidisciplinary legal fields. On this particular point, we fully share the views expressed by Professor Weiler, Faculty Director of the Hauser Global Law School Program, who explains that "Global Law School is not only, or even mostly, about 'International' or 'Globalization' with a capital T or 'G' but is a reflection of the internationalization and globalization of all dimensions of law, be they corporate or environmental.",'
Elaborating on this analysis, we would tend to define global law as a multicultural, multinational, and multidisciplinary legal phenomenon finding its roots in international and comparative law and emerging through the international legal practice that was prompted by the globalization of the world economy. What conclusions can be drawn from this definition? This is precisely what we need to address next.
Global Law Does Not Yet Constitute a Formal and Structured Legal System
No matter how "global law romantic" one may wish to be, it would seem premature and probably arrogant to claim that global law has reached the status of a formal and structured legal system. This is precisely the reason why our selfmade definition prudently uses the words "legal phenomenon" rather than "legal system," since the notion of global law is clearly in its infancy, and we are still very far from an officially recognized and codified legal field.
For this reason, we can only give full credit to the concerns and interrogations expressed by Professor Ribstein during the Indiana University School of Law symposium, Globalization of the Legal Profession.
2 It is indeed correct that there is currently no "Global Law Code" or other formal legal instrument or database to access precise information on the rules and regulations forming global law. It is equally correct that there is no "Global Law Court of Justice" sanctioning violations of the global law and setting forth global law judicial precedent. This does not mean, however, that we will not be there at some point in time. The history of the lex mercatoria indicates that while this concept underwent similar criticisms when it was first discovered a few decades ago, today it has reached the status of a quasi-legal system and has overcome most of the deficiencies that were originally pointed out to prove its lack of existence. As has already been mentioned, efforts have been made to gather 31. Hauser Global Law Working Papers, supra note 29 (emphasis added). 32. See supra text accompanying note 1.
the lex mercatoria principles in detailed legal databases, and international arbitrators, or even national courts, now apply these principles on a regular basis.
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A decent indication that global law is moving in this direction is seen in the developments in the field of international criminal law, which is an area of law falling within the notion of global law according to our definition. The summary of the core achievements of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, emphasized that the Tribunal
[H]as expanded the boundaries of international humanitarian and international criminal law.... It was the first international criminal court to enforce the existing body of international humanitarian law, and in particular judicially determine its customary law aspects.... It has created an independent system of law, comprising elements from adversarial and inquisitory criminal procedure traditions.... The Tribunal has created a Judicial Database of all its jurisprudence.1 4 We see here how a field of law based on, among others, international customs and deriving from comparative law is now presented as a stand-alone legal system with its own database of judicial precedent.
In another area, namely international trade law, H. As we can see, there is hope for more formalism and more precision in the development of global law and in the definition of its parameters. Obviously, this development will be slow since it concerns an extremely large field of law. In addition, we are of the view that this development will be around what could be referred to as "hubs of global law." By comparison, when referring to the notion of global law, Professor Paliwala distinguishes between the "regional global" and the "universal global" approach.
9 This is an indication that global law will not emerge simultaneously on a worldwide basis. The examples described above, namely the evolution in international criminal law or international trade law, show that the process of global law formation starts with sub-categories. Once the efforts toward shaping these sub-categories reach a more advanced stage, an overarching vision of the concept and contents of global law will emerge more clearly. This will be better understood by moving to the next phase of our analysis, namely the process of creating of global law.
II. THE CREATION OF GLOBAL LAW
Global law is made for and by global players.
The emergence of what we have prudently qualified as a legal phenomenon is the result of actions undertaken and efforts deployed by a multitude of institutions and individuals impacting, directly or indirectly, the international scene. It would be too burdensome to review in an exhaustive manner all institutions and groups of legal professions influencing or taking a leading role in shaping the contents of global law. We will therefore focus on a few selected examples enabling us to outline in a clear manner the process of developing norms, principles, and regulations specifically adapted to the needs of a global economy. For didactic purposes, the analysis will be carried out around three main categories, namely international organizations, international law practitioners, and universities.
A. The Role of International Organizations
A brief explanation of the role of several leading organizations will enable us to give evidence of their substantial contribution to the shaping of global law. To 38. Id. that end, the organizations discussed are the United Nations, the European Union, the International Chamber of Commerce, international arbitration centers, and international professional associations.
The United Nations
The impact of the United Nations is tremendous. A book would not be sufficient to expose it in detail. Within the frame of this article, we can therefore address only very superficially the role played by this major institution, but it should suffice to show some of its input into the formation of global law.
Looking at the U.N. system at large, one quickly concludes that through their activities, institutions such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the World Intellectual Property Organization, the World Health Organization, or the United Nations Industrial Development Organization contribute to the emergence of norms, rules, or practices of direct relevance to the development of global law. 40 If we take the World Bank as a concrete example, it may usefully be underlined that this organization has developed a series of standard contract conditions to be applied to international projects financed through its funds. Among these standard documents, one can find the "Standard Bidding Documents for the Procurement of Works," "' the "Standard Bidding Documents for the Procurement of Goods," 2 and the "Standard Bidding Documents for the Supply and Installation of Plant and Equipment."" The recurrent use of these standard documents on international infrastructure projects slowly but surely creates a set of global references, even for private projects not funded by the World Bank. In this regard, the author recalls having been able in many instances successfully to obtain the introduction of clauses limiting or excluding liability in international power plant construction projects, on the ground that such clauses are part of the World Bank standard conditions and therefore constitute a compelling "global reference." 44. The author has in mind especially provisions limiting the constructor's overall liability to the contract price or excluding liability for consequential losses such as loss of production or loss of profit.
harmonization, and codification of international trade law deserves mentioning. Again, if we take the field of international construction projects, UNCITRAL has developed very useful tools for international practitioners, such as the UNCITRAL legal guide on drawing up international contracts for the construction of industrial works 45 or the more recent model legislative provisions on privately financed infrastructure projects. 46 In their excellent presentation of these legislative provisions, Professor Gross and Dean Cachard emphasize that they constitute some form of "soft law" developed by UNCITRAL after a thorough analysis of the contractual practice in relation to BOO (Build-Own-Operate) projects. 4 7 This is certainly a fair indication of the strong interaction between international law practitioners and international organizations, which leads to a quasi-legislative instrument in response to the needs of a globalizing economy. Since international construction disputes are often submitted for resolution by arbitration, the well-known and widely used UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration is one of the main forces driving the emergence of a global and uniform approach to arbitration proceedings. 4 1
The European Union
The ' giving only a frame for the Member States to introduce EU derived legislation into their national law. However, a major advantage of the European Union is the existence of the European Court of Justice, which enables judicial precedents to be consistent throughout the Member States. In addition, the European Union has embarked more recently on wider legislative efforts with a view to accelerate the process of harmonization. The best example is probably the initiative of the European Commission to solve the divergence of national contract law by searching for more aggressive and broader unification in this field.
2 This initiative started in 2001 when the Commission issued a communication to trigger public consultation on the difficulties linked to the divergence of national laws and the need for the European Union to promote solutions in this area.
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More recently, the Commission issued a new communication setting forth a full action plan for the promotion of more coherence between the national contract laws of the Member States. 54 True, the creation of a European Civil Code is not expressly mentioned as one of the measures to be implemented within this action plan, but this can only be the next step in the harmonization process. 51. As opposed to regulations, which are of direct application, directives mainly give guidelines and principles to be subsequentely introduced into national law. For more on the distinction between directives and regulations as the source of EU law, see DICTIONNAIRE 
The International Chamber of Commerce
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) presents itself as the "world business organization." 57 There is probably no better term to signal an impact on the development of global law. Such impact is attested to by leading quasi-legal instruments, which help on a regular basis with the shaping of international legal principles of global application. Among the highlights, the Incoterms s (e.g., Ex Works, Free on Board, Cost
Insurance & Freight, Delivered Duty Paid) certainly join the top ten of the best achievements of the ICC. By compiling standard trade definitions most commonly used in international sales contracts, the Incoterms "are at the heart of the world trade," as the ICC proudly publicizes. 9 Indeed, in fifteen years of international contract drafting and negotiation experience, the author cannot recall a single major sales contract in which the delivery terms were not defined by reference to the Incoterms. The ICC Model Contracts are another major contribution of the ICC worth mentioning. 60 The ICC Model Technology Transfer Contract and the ICC Model
Major Project Turnkey Contract, to name just two, provide a useful benchmark for international practitioners in these fields and, at the same time, contribute to the effort of harmonizing approaches in international contract practice. 
International Arbitration Centers
International arbitration is a preferred way to settle international disputes. For international construction projects, for instance, the normal approach is to exclude the competency of national courts in favor of an arbitration panel. 63 As a result, international arbitration centers are necessarily at the heart of the development of practices shared by international lawyers and, consequently, contribute to the forming of this important area of global law. It would be too cumbersome to give an exhaustive list of international arbitration centers, but the ICC International Court of Arbitration, the London Court of International Arbitration, the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce, the American Arbitration Association, the Vienna International Arbitration Center, the Singapore International Arbitration Center, and the China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission are certainly among the leaders in the field. 64 Through the publication of arbitration rules, the hosting and supervision of arbitration proceedings, and the publication of arbitration cases (e.g., the Handbook of ICC Arbitration), international arbitration centers facilitate the definition of and access to the source of law in the field of international commercial arbitration and, by the same token, are part of the global law experience.
International Trade Associations
International trade associations regroup individuals or companies that belong to the same economic branch and are involved in international matters. Throughout the world, the number of these associations is difficult to estimate, but there are certainly thousands of them in all types of markets. To illustrate the role of these associations in the development of global law, a suitable field for the purpose of narrowing the analysis is international construction, since it is particularly active and dynamic. 6 The European Engineering Industries Association (ORGALIME)6 and the European International Contractors (EIC), 67 which represent the interests of companies involved in engineering and construction activities, are good examples of these associations in the European market. The most well known at the international level is the International Federation of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC), seated in Geneva, Switzerland. For the benefit of their members and of international lawyers advising clients in the relevant industries, these trade associations produce very useful guidelines and model contracts that are quite widely used by practitioners. The "ORGALIME Model Form of Consortium Agreement" provides a solid contractual frame for companies desiring to team up for the completion of a construction project.
MICHAEL LAPPE, RISIKOVERTEILUNG BEI TURN-KEY-PROJEKTEN DES INTERNATIONALEN INDU-
69 Similarly, the "EIC Turnkey Contract" can be used as a contract basis for projects in which the contractor is responsible for the design and construction of the works. tors involved in major construction projects, various key contract principles are emerging on a customary basis toward some form of harmonized law applicable to international construction projects. 72 This kind of practical development, which is made possible through the efficient and creative work of international trade associations, contributes to the development of global law.
B. The Role of International Law Practitioners
It will certainly not come as a full surprise that international lawyers strongly contribute to the development of global law. To a large extent, they stand to benefit the most from it. As H. van Houtte and P. Wautelet put it, "[b]y far the greatest obstacle the international lawyer faces... is the existence of widely diverging national laws.... It is no wonder, therefore, that lawyers have welcomed the attempts of states and various organizations to unify and/or harmonize national legal rules." 73 Our overview of the input from international lawyers will cover global law firms, global in-house legal departments, international judges and arbitrators, international lawyers' associations, and international alumni associations.
Global Law Firms
Most multi-office law firms with wide international presence advertise the global nature of their services. Clifford Chance for example presents itself as "a truly integrated global law firm. With such global infrastructures, international law firms clearly have the potential to contribute to the emergence of global law, and do so effectively. These firms traditionally work on major cross-border transactions. Many of them advise foreign governments on the development of key legislation, are involved in the drafting of model contracts or the making of recommendations on international conventions or other similar legal instruments, or have lawyers who are members of the working groups and strategy committees of major international institutions. The role of global law firms in the process of legal harmonization transpires through their endeavors to ensure consistency in quality and to offer seamless legal service throughout their multi-office base. 84. As a matter of good conduct and professional ethics, the author wishes to indicate for avoidance of doubts that citations of law firms in this article are for illustration or didactic purposes only and do not aim at establishing any ranking or making any other specific form of publicity for the firms cited. Conversely, the fact that other law firms with global presence may have not been included shall not be construed as a sign of neglect or disregard for such firms but simply attests that this article is not about listing or ranking international law firms. 
Global In-house Legal Departments
Multinational corporations are equipped with global in-house legal departments. Similar to global law firms with their multi-office base, global legal departments are made of in-house lawyers based at the main geographical sites where the corporation has a foreign industrial or commercial presence. Global legal departments are more discreet than global law firms, since their services are for the exclusive use of their employer. They do not have a vocation to work on business development or other public relation matters aimed at expanding the client portfolio. This does not mean, though, that their role in shaping global law is more limited.
An interesting feature of global legal departments is that they need to integrate and spread identical corporate and business values over groups of lawyers with very diversified cultural, ethnic, and professional backgrounds. It is not unusual for legal departments of major international corporations to exceed the symbolic threshold of more than 100 members coming from a multitude of foreign jurisdictions and having different legal education or professional qualifications. 7 There is a major resource here to share experience and information on foreign legal systems and to converge, after a comparative law analysis and a consensus on best practices, toward harmonized standards in the practice of law at the international level. In-house lawyers also typically influence contractual approaches when accompanying the international development of their corporations. In connection with the setting-up of international equity joint ventures, for example, the author remembers having encountered on a regular basis similar clauses in joint venture contracts although the projects were taking place in different countries or even continents. The reason was that the in-house lawyers involved in the transaction on each side of the negotiation table were using harmonized contractual approaches and were applying them re- 8 All of this suggests that the contribution of in-house legal departments of multinational corporations to the development of global law cannot be denied.
International Judges and Arbitrators
The contribution of judges and arbitrators involved in international cases to the development of global law is so obvious that only a few lines are needed to explain it. Actually, we have already touched upon this aspect when explaining the input of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in the formation of international criminal law. 9 There are obviously other international jurisdictions giving judges an opportunity in their respective areas of specialization to take part in the global law movement. Burke-White refers with pertinence to the notion of "Judicial Globalization" when discussing the legal significance of this practice." 5 As to international arbitrators, we have already mentioned their leading contribution in establishing and enforcing legal principles specifically suited for international commercial relations. 
International Lawyers' Associations
By providing the ideal framework that allows legal experts to gather and exchange their knowledge and experience, international lawyers' associations play an important role in the development of global law. An immediate and unchallengeable example is certainly the International Bar Association (IBA), which presents itself as "the global voice of the legal profession." 9 7 Through its various international working groups and regular conferences and publications, the IBA is at the forefront of the process of globalization of the legal profession. Another classic example is the Swiss Arbitration Association (ASA), which gathers Swiss and foreign lawyers specialized in, or having a strong interest in, the field of international arbitration." A noticeable ASA contribution to the development of common arbitration rules and knowledge at the international level is the recent ASA conference dedicated to an analysis of best practices in international arbitration.
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During this conference, the identification and coordination of such best practices as a method of global harmonization was one of the main topics of discussions.'°5
. International Alumni Associations
Similar to international lawyers' associations, international alumni associations enable a multilateral flow of information and sharing of expertise among legal experts, especially if they are active in organizing alumni reunions or circucourts in international sales disputes in which the courts looked to foreign jurisdictions applying the U.N. lating newsletters. While international lawyers' associations tend to regroup lawyers within an area of specialization, e.g., international arbitration as far as the above-mentioned ASA is concerned, international alumni associations regroup lawyers belonging to different legal professions (e.g., judges, law professors, inhouse counsels, lawyers in private practice) with different legal specialties, but who have their alma mater in common. The diversified background of lawyers attending alumni reunions prompts a wide return of experience among alumni located in different jurisdictions. Through the organization of yearly alumni meetings and academic working sessions on international topics, international alumni organizations participate in the globalization process.
1 "'
C. The Role of Universities
This article would be severely incomplete without mentioning the crucial role played by universities in the process of global law creation. Addressing the services rendered by universities toward the shaping of this international regime is all the more appropriate for a publication in a law review dedicated to global legal studies. The significant impact of universities manifests itself primarily through the development of international and comparative law curriculum. However, the role of universities expands far beyond their academic programs. International law reviews, international exchange programs, and international or comparative law institutes are equally worth the discussion.
International and Comparative Law Curriculum
In order to train a sufficient number of international lawyers needed to make a substantial contribution to the evolution of global law, law schools need to develop their course offerings in the field of international and comparative law. This is an educational requirement, which should be viewed as a priority for national law schools and other leading academic institutions. With respect to such a requirement, U.S. universities are quite well positioned. The choice of classes in international law topics at a large number of U.S. law schools is simply amazing, and students often struggle to decide which class to take without exceeding their limit of 101. The Penn Law European Society, for example, which is part of the Alumni Association of the University of Pennsylvania Law School, organizes an alumni weekend every year at a European location, which includes an academic session allowing the participants to inform themselves and to share views on various European or international law topics. See Penn Law European Society, PLES Conference, http://www.law.upenn.edu/alumni/ples (last visited Nov. 17, 2006). credit hours. European schools equally offer access to international and comparative law exposure, although they tend to focus on the standard international law courses, such as international public law or international private law. Very specialized or diversified international or comparative law courses, such as international arbitration or international environmental law, are generally offered once students reach postgraduate study level. One can only encourage universities to continue with the strengthening of their international and comparative law curriculum, which is part of academia's effort to play a role in the development of global law.
International and Comparative Law Reviews
International and comparative law reviews are useful supplements to a course offering addressing international and comparative law topics. We have had the opportunity at the beginning of this article to explain why international law and comparative law are important fields within the broader concept of global law. It is important to encourage the sharing of knowledge and views in these fields through research and publications, which is exactly what international and comparative law reviews enable. We can therefore only welcome the support given by universities and other sponsors to these law reviews, since they help to foster the constructive and intellectual debate around the formation of global law.
International Exchange Programs
Universities can only gain by welcoming visiting professors or other foreign law scholars and accepting foreign law students in their facilities. LL.M. programs in the United States and the United Kingdom constitute a good platform for such international exchange. As C. Silver and M. Freed rightly underline, "[t]he process of globalization has generated increasing interest in United States law. One consequence of this interest is the development of a new market for U.S. legal education." '03 Similarly, most post-graduate or doctoral research programs in Europe are open to international students. These exchange initiatives set the scene for the subsequent development of international alumni associations or international lawyers' associations, whose contribution to the development of global law has already been exposed. 
International or Comparative Law Institutes
Whether linked to a university or created as a private and autonomous legal entity, international or comparative law institutes give the necessary incentive and sponsorship for the enhancement of global law knowledge and recognition. We have had the opportunity earlier in this article to mention a few institutes quite active in this area, such as the Institute of Global Law at the University College London.l s There are other remarkable institutes to which we compulsorily owe strong recognition. We have specifically in mind the Max Planck organization in Germany, which to our knowledge is the largest private institution for research in the legal field. Other leading institutions to be mentioned due to their significant contribution to the research and dissemination of information on comparative and international law are the Swiss Institute of Comparative Law and its collection of over 280,000 documents in 60 languages, 
CONCLUSION
Without the tremendous efforts deployed by international organizations, international practitioners, universities and other academic institutions such as in-ternational and comparative law institutes, the status of development of global law would probably be too negligible to dare to write about it. Even so, this does not imply that the status is very advanced. Much more needs to be done before all sub-categories of global law evoked in this article converge through a pyramidal effect toward a fully recognized and stand-alone global law system, with its own Global Law Code and its own Global Court of Justice applying it. Nevertheless, the current situation tells us that global law is in motion. It is a fact, not just a theory, and we can all contribute to it.
